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Marrickville draft Annual Management Plan and Budget 2007-2010

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group (massbug) is pleased to make this submission with our recommendations for the 2007 Draft Management Plan and associated documents.  Thank you for considering our recommendations.
Monitoring Services
We note that enforcement of parking offences is not listed among the responsibilities of Council’s rangers (DMP p.11).  Enforcement of illegal parking too close to intersections and pedestrian crossings should be a high priority to improve visibility and safety of all road users.  Likewise the enforcement of footpath parking offences should be a high priority to avoid pedestrians and child cyclists being put in danger by being forced onto the road.  We draw to the attention of Council the recent death of a child cyclist in a north western council area where footpath parking had forced the boy out onto the road.  The forthcoming coronial inquest may have implications for councils in this regard.
We recommend that Council enforcement of dangerous parking offences be a high priority.

Environmental Services
We commend Council for showing leadership with its internal Energy Reduction Action Plan.  

We recommend that, if not already covered, the Energy Reduction Action Plan encompass reduction of transport energy including: staff travel to work; travel between Council facilities; travel for Council business; and a bike programme for Council Rangers.

We support the business environmental education program, Target Sustainability @ Marrickville.  We recommend that the program include education and encouragement for businesses to use and support sustainable transport options, including cycling.
Communication and Cultural Services

We recommend that the sporting histories planned in the public art strategy for Camperdown Park include the hundred year long and internationally successful history of the Dulwich Hill Bicycle Club that built the former velodrome at nearby O’Dea Reserve and performed well at the Empire Games at Henson Park.
We support the proposed public art strategy for Jack Shanahan Park.

We recommend that the Newtown Entertainment Precinct Guide includes transport and access information, emphasising public transport, cycling and walking.  We highly commend the Enmore Theatre and the NEPA for their work to promote alternatives to adding to traffic and parking congestion in the area. 
Community Development

We support the community regeneration project for Marrickville South.  We strongly recommend that Marrickville Council investigate and consider the recent work for the dole project at Fairfield Council.  It provides refurbished bicycles for free loan to residents for three month periods.  Such a project in Marrickville South would be a useful employment generator leaving participants with valuable skills, as well as improving residents’ transport equity and accessibility to jobs and services.  Marrickville South benefits from safe and easy access via the Cooks River to employment areas including the airport, Botany, Canterbury, Strathfield and Homebush.
Technical Services

We recommend that for the roads reconstruction and resurfacing projects, specific instructions to the contractors remind them not to place raised reflective pavement markers (RRPMs) on the left lane edgemarking, to prevent repeat of past hazardous mistakes.
We are very pleased to see that Cardigan Lane is scheduled for resurfacing as this is a council bike route with a shocking surface that is hazardous in poor light.  We recommend that the job include replacement of the dangerous drainage grate at the northern end of Cardigan Lane (eastern side) and widening of, or improvement to, the gap by the gate at the northern end.
We strongly recommend that the design of the pedestrian refuges at Wharf St and Yule St take bicycle traffic (both crossing, and along the street) into account to prevent repeat of past mistakes.
We strongly support the budgeted bicycle facilities items for this coming year.  With ever increasing interest in reducing the emissions contributing to climate change, and with increasing petrol prices, we believe that it is more important than ever for councils to invest well in creating bicycle infrastructure.  One fifth of the households in the Marrickville LGA do not have a car.  For those, and for other households who may struggle to afford their car (or second car) it is important to provide alternatives, to ensure everyone in Marrickville has affordable access to education and employment opportunities.  Additionally, Marrickville LGA has the highest proportion of people using a bicycle to get to work of any Sydney LGA and the numbers are growing.  Given the high bicycle use constituency of Marrickville, we commend Council’s sensible decision to allocate the $100,000 to accelerate implementation of the Bicycle Plan.  We further recommend that Council allocate an additional $50,000 for the missing link under Parramatta Road (Greenway Project) as the other councils (Ashfield and Leichhardt) have already included their $50,000 share in their budget for 2007-08 for this crucial project.  It would be embarrassing for Marrickville Council to be the only non-contributor.
We recommend that the traffic amenity works at Church Street include consideration of bicycle traffic in their design, particularly as Church Street is a council bike route.  Likewise for the LATM scheme works planned for St Peters, Camperdown and Dulwich Hill South and streetscape improvements to Illawarra Road shopping strip and Sydenham shops.

We recommend that the design investigations for the paths through Petersham Park which form part of Council’s bike route take into account best practice for shared path design to minimise contention between path users.
Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group would be happy to provide further information about any of the recommendations above.  Please email massbug@massbug.org.au or leave a message on 9294 5900.
Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group (MASSBUG)

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group is a local bicycle user group, established in 1991, affiliated with Bicycle New South Wales.  We work with Marrickville Council and state government bodies (e.g. RTA & Area Health Services) for the improvement of cycling infrastructure, urban amenity, community health and safety.  We also provide information, advice and rides for members of the local community and schools.

Our vision is for a safe, healthy, vibrant community whose planning and infrastructure provide for greater share of transport by walking and cycling, in order that the personal, community & environmental benefits of more sustainable transport can be realised.  We also regard public transport services as essential.
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