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Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group (MASSBUG)

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group is a local bicycle user group, affiliated with Bicycle New South Wales.  We work with Marrickville Council and state government bodies (e.g. RTA & Area Health Services) for the improvement of cycling infrastructure, urban amenity, community health and safety.  We also provide information, advice and rides for members of the local community and local schools.

Our vision is for a safe, healthy, vibrant community whose planning and infrastructure provide for greater share of transport by walking and cycling in order that the personal, community and environmental benefits of more sustainable transport can be realised.  We also regard public transport services as essential.

We are pleased to present this submission to the Marrickville Council’s draft Management Plan for 2004/2007 and associated documents.  We would welcome the opportunity to discuss further any of the issues in this submission.

Why is cycling relevant to Council functions? 

First, we thought it useful to set out the ways in which cycling relates to Council’s functions and major objectives over the coming term. 

As an activity, riding a bicycle can serve as a healthy form of transport and recreation.  Cycling is also environmentally friendly: taking up little space; providing access for people of all ages and incomes; non-polluting and greenhouse gas emission-free; and conducive to urban amenity of public spaces.  It is more efficient than motorised transport for short distances and cycling can serve as ‘active transport’ instead of car travel, thereby reducing reliance on cars (and car parking).

The 2002 NSW Childhood Obesity Summit Communiqué
 highlights the need for councils to take a leadership role in creating ‘supportive environments’ for walking and cycling.

Pleasingly in line with this approach, Marrickville Council states in the response to the State of the Environment report that, 

It is Council’s goal to have an urban environment that encourages walking, public transport and cycle transport.  Success will be measured by the number of (new) marked or identified bicycle routes, the level of bicycle use and the level of public transport use.

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group congratulates Marrickville Council on its success, as evidenced by the 2001 census journey to work figures.  Marrickville has the second highest bicycle mode share by origin SLA in Sydney, at 2.18% (behind South Sydney at 2.49%) compared with an average of 0.83%.  We believe cycling demand in this area is high and that as Council improves the urban environment to encourage cycling further, there is potential for a cycling mode share to be much higher still.  The whole Marrickville community will subsequently benefit from the healthier, safer, cleaner and quieter environment and higher levels of social capital.

Increased levels of cycling and walking will contribute to Council’s vision, that “Marrickville be a great place for all people” and will support the achievement of Council’s four goals:

· value-for-money: by serving the whole community, including the one fifth of Marrickville households who are car-free
; and because unlike cars, bicycles cause no pavement damage and so benefit road asset management;

· sustainability: because it builds community prosperity (cyclists spend more, especially locally, than drivers do
), supports local businesses and benefits local and global environmental sustainability
;

· social capital: because it is a form of travel which connects people with the community; increases social interaction; and reduces traffic (the level of traffic is directly linked with the level of social capital
); and

· citizenship: as a result of cycling connecting people with their neighbourhood and their surroundings, people who ride bicycles care about their local area and are often actively involved in the community
.

The wide range of benefits stemming from increased cycling and walking means Council investment in cycling is strongly in the entire community’s interest and of great strategic importance.

1. Recreation

We welcome Council’s plan to increase support for community based leisure and sporting providers and Council’s aim of encouraging a more active and healthy community.  Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group has a regular local rides program, including rides suitable for people new (or newly returning) to bicycle riding and for families with children.  We would welcome the opportunity to publicise our rides and services in Marrickville Matters.  We would also be happy to work with Council’s recreation officer to explore additional ways in which our group can help Council increase recreation opportunities for the community, including for special needs groups.

2. Library Services

Consistent with Council’s Social Plan commitment to “ensuring young people have access… ”, we recommend that investigations into a dedicated youth library place access by public transport, walking and cycling as a high priority in any site assessment.  A youth library should be well served by local bicycle routes and have ample and secure bicycle parking.

3. Children & Family Services

We support Council’s long-term objective of a “Healthy, safe and educational environment in which all children can grow and develop”.  Rapidly increasing levels of childhood obesity are a serious threat to children’s health.  So too, increasing car dependence for children’s travel is a threat: to their health due to local air pollution; to their safety around schools; and to their geographical development skills.  We urge Council’s Children & Family Services to place a high priority on the safety and amenity of pedestrian and bicycle access to Council Services and to schools, as per the resolutions of the 2002 NSW Childhood Obesity Summit Communiqué
.

4. Planning Services

Firstly, we highly commend Council’s plan to develop an integrated transport strategy and to employ an Integrated Transport Planner.  We believe that an integrated transport strategy is a high priority because traffic and transport is such a crucial issue for quality of life in this LGA.

We note that many of Council Planning Services’ aims and goals dovetail with the aim of increasing cycling and walking.  In particular, we believe that increased active transport leads to significant benefits in terms of “a pleasant, safe and attractive urban area”, “social interaction and community life”, “social equity in terms of access to an affordable and healthy living environment”, and “business confidence and vitality”.

A “strong, vibrant and ecologically sustainable local economy” is well served by replacing car trips with walking and cycling for a number of reasons:

· people on bicycle or foot tend to shop locally, supporting local businesses rather than, for example, driving to Broadway or Moore Park Supa-Centre;

· people without a car (or second car) have more disposable income to spend on local goods and services;

· less car dominated environments are more attractive places for people to shop;

· space otherwise for car parking can be put to better commercial or public use; and

· people on bicycle or foot tend to shop more frequently and so tend to make more impulse purchases (European studies have found cyclists spend more than drivers).

Hence investing in bicycle infrastructure (routes & parking) makes good local business sense and is worthwhile supporting from a planning perspective.  We recommend that Council specifically address opportunities to increase cycling and walking in the development of Council’s new Strategic Plan and Urban Strategy.  Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group would welcome involvement and the chance to assist Council in this regard, consistent with the stated “increase the level of community involvement in land-use planning”.  

We recommend that Planning Services ensure they have access to and familiarity with the NSW Bicycle Guidelines released late last year by the RTA and the forthcoming DIPNR Planning Guidelines for Walking and Cycling.  The latter deals in some depth with plan-making, developer contributions and development assessment.

5. Approvals

We support the introduction and promotion of new energy efficiency and water conservation standards for Council’s development assessment process and Council’s long-term objective of development that contributes to a safe and sustainable community.  We recommend that the new standards utilise the information on development assessments in the forthcoming Planning Guidelines for Walking and Cycling including improved bicycle parking requirements.

6. Monitoring Services

We support Council’s aim, “to ensure all members of the community are provided with a safe and accessible public domain including parks, streets, and footpaths”.  We believe footpaths are currently not safe enough for parents to feel comfortable letting their children walk or cycle to school.  Cars parked on the footpath and in driveways blocking the footpath regularly force pedestrians out onto the road - a danger and a discouragement to children wanting to walk or cycle to school.  It is important that footpaths are kept clear for pedestrians, children riding bicycles, parents with prams and especially for those using disability aids.  A higher level of enforcement, including after hours, is essential for encouraging active transport, particularly for those with a disability.  Accordingly, we recommend that Council Monitoring Services place a high priority on enforcement of footpath parking offences, increase the number of enforcement officers and ensure that they will attend to parking enforcement after hours.

7. Engineering Services

We strongly support Council’s goals of “A built environment that is accessible to all residents and maximises the use of public transport & other alternatives to car use” and “A reduction of [motor] traffic on local roads, and an increase in pedestrian safety”.  We commend Council for its ongoing commitment to providing bicycle infrastructure.  Specifically we:

· most strongly support the review and extension of the bicycle plan for Marrickville and the investigation of options for attracting additional grant funding for new projects.  We see the bike plan review and extension as essential for needed continuing improvement in cycling facilities to help Council achieve its environmental and social capital goals as well as to improve the quality of life for all its citizens;

· support Council’s intention to make improvements along the Cooks River Cycleway and support Council's initiative in conjunction with Leichhardt and Ashfield Councils for the construction of a cycleway link under Parramatta Rd at Lewisham as part of the Metropolitan Greenspace project.  We offer our assistance to support the case for RTA or other funding for the GreenWay projects including applications under the Metropolitan Greenspace Program. We recommend that the proposals for a GreenWay cycleway to link the Cooks River with Iron Cove be assessed along with other cycling facilities as part of the proposed Bike Plan review process; 

· support improved safety for all road users and the implementation of the Road Safety Strategic Plan and recommend Marrickville Council take every opportunity to reduce speed limits to 50kph on all collector roads still zoned as 60kph and to nominate the LGA’s shopping strips for the RTA high pedestrian activity 40kph zone program;

· support the neighbourhood enhancing LATM schemes and recommend that the schemes should prioritise improvements in safety and amenity for pedestrian movements, especially around schools and other children’s services and facilities;

· recommend that Council ensures all LATM schemes, traffic calming works, reconstructions, resurfacing and other traffic works take bicycle safety into account in their design (as per the forthcoming new edition of the Austroads Guide to Traffic Engineering Practice Part 10) and in their implementation;

· recommend that particular attention be paid to reconstruction works planned for the following streets which form part of Council’s bicycle route network: Illawarra Rd (part L5 route); Alice St (route L7); Albermarle St Newtown (route L2); Seaview St (route L10).  In fact this work should provide the opportunity to bring the bike routes up to current standards as per the NSW Bicycle Guidelines; 

· recommend that the Roads to Recovery funded Lane Program identify all lanes which currently perform a pedestrian traffic function and for those lanes to be resurfaced in red rather than black asphalt (like Kilner Lane, Camperdown) and be signed as Shared Zones to give pedestrians priority since lanes have no footpaths;

· recommend the SoE Report performance measures (“number of new marked bicycle routes” & “level of bicycle use”) be incorporated into the engineering services performance measures section of the Management Plan; and

· support Council Pedestrian Access and Mobility works around Sydenham Road.

We note that the total capital works program for this year for roads, footpaths, traffic devices and car parks is $4,597,606.  Of this, the estimated capital commitment for bicycle facilities is $335,000 or a very respectable 7.3%.  The more likely actual expenditure (without RTA funds) for this year is $60,000 or only 1.3%.  Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group is very pleased with this year’s investment in the bicycle plan and hopes to see an actual annual expenditure more like the intended 7% in future.

8. Property Services

We recommend that the program to “educate and encourage people in apartments… in the principles of reduce/reuse/recycle and use of Council’s Waste Services” also include distribution of Council’s “Staying Active in Marrickville” map to concurrently encourage them to walk, cycle and use public transport.

9. Environmental Services

We support the aims and objectives of Council’s Environmental Services.  Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group offers our advice, expertise and services to support the alternative transport project with SSROC.  We also support enhancement of the Cooks River foreshore.

We recommend the preparation of a Masterplan for the Cooks River to Iron Cove GreenWay corridor.  The Masterplan process should be guided by a Steering Committee including community representatives and be done in conjunction with Ashfield, Canterbury and Leichhardt Councils and other agencies.  MASSBUG would be keen to contribute to the Masterplan process. The Masterplan should be a holistic model which guides action in the corridor, and include natural environment, catchment, community development, and active transport components. It should be done in a way which helps to coordinate and integrate action throughout all sections of Council.

10. Parks and Reserves

We support the objectives of Parks & Reserves, particularly “community health through recreation and leisure”, “increased access… for all age groups” and “increased community involvement in the planning and management of parks and reserves”.  We also support the ongoing commitment to “planning a network of small and large parks, reserves and green corridors along the Cooks River and throughout the Marrickville area”.  We request that Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group be included in the list of community organisations to be consulted on park management plans.

11. Administrative Services

We support the issuing of Information Kits on Council services and recommend the inclusion of Council’s “Staying Active in Marrickville” map to encourage walking, cycling and use public transport.

12. Employee Services

We support the proposal for further initiatives that support healthy lifestyle choices by staff and the objective of high staff productivity.  To this end we recommend that the Sydney Community College’s Cycling Proficiency Course be included in Council’s staff development and training programme.

We support the high priority given to training (p. 30) and recommend that the following courses be added to the training programme, in order to support Council’s environmental goals (p. 31) and the Engineering Services long-term objectives:

· RTA Bicycles and Pedestrians for Managers Course (1 day course suitable for managers, directors and councillors)

· RTA Designing for Bicycle Riders and Pedestrians Course (2 day course suitable for traffic engineers and transport planners)

In conclusion

We wish to particularly highly commend Marrickville Council on the proposal to develop an integrated transport strategy through the employment of a transport planner and for funding the review and extension of the bicycle plan.

We are grateful for your consideration of our submission to the Draft Management Plan and budget and trust that our suggestions will be incorporated as far as possible.

� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/obesity/adult/summit/communique.pdf" ��www.health.nsw.gov.au/obesity/adult/summit/communique.pdf�, specifically section 6 on Local Government and section 9 on Transport and Planning.


� ABS 2001 census for Marrickville LGA, disappointingly down from 28% in the 1996 census.


� More information at � HYPERLINK "http://www.MASSBUG.org.au" ��www.massbug.org.au�


� For example, assisting with Council’s stretch goals of reducing air pollution by 10% and greenhouse gas emissions by 20% by 2010 on 1997 levels.


� More information at � HYPERLINK "http://www.massbug.org.au" ��www.massbug.org.au�


� Evidenced by the number of bicycle riders involved in Council meetings and events and number of bicycle-related submissions to Council consultation processes in years past.


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/obesity/adult/summit/communique.pdf" ��www.health.nsw.gov.au/obesity/adult/summit/communique.pdf�, specifically section 6 on Local Government and section 9 on Transport and Planning.
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