[image: image1.png]BICYCLE GROUP




Submission to South Sydney Council 2002-2005 Draft Management Plan

Monday, 10th June 2002

Submission by:
Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group (MASSBUG)

Contact address:
342 Livingstone Road




Marrickville  2204

Email:


cyclist@massbug.org.au

Contact Person:

Fiona Campbell

(w) 9273 3242 or 0403 821 374

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group (MASSBUG)

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group is a local bicycle user group, affiliated with Bicycle New South Wales.  We work with Marrickville and South Sydney Councils and state government bodies for the improvement of cycling infrastructure and safety.  We also provide information, advice and rides for members of the local community and local schools.

Our vision is for a safe, healthy, vibrant community whose planning and infrastructure provide for greater share of transport by walking and cycling in order that the personal, community and environmental benefits of more sustainable transport can be realised.
We are pleased to present this submission to the South Sydney Council’s draft Management Plan for 2002 – 2005.  We would welcome the opportunity to discuss further any of the issues in this submission and to be consulted on the development and review of relevant plans and strategies as listed below.
1. Vision Statement

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group supports South Sydney Council’s vision statement and congratulates council for placing sustainability so high on the agenda.  The challenge is to translate this commitment to sustainability into practice.
2. CARES Facility construction

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group supports the construction of the new Community and Road Education Scheme in Sydney Park to give practical road safety education to children.  We recommend that council encourages extra community access to the facility and include community representation on the management committee.  Bicycle routes to the facility and Sydney Park as a whole will be important to maximise active transport access.

3. Sale of Redundant Roads

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group supports the closure of unnecessary roads and lanes only if access for bicycles and pedestrians is maintained.  Pedestrian and bicycle traffic is encouraged by provision of a finer grain network than the road network.  Additionally, people riding bicycles often choose laneways and lesser-used roads in preference to more highly trafficked roads.  Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group strongly recommends that no roads or lanes be sold without agreement from local bicycle and pedestrian groups.  Recently published Bike-It! Sydney a back street guide for cyclists (by MASSBUG member Bruce Ashley) and the World Health Organisation’s Healthy Urban Planning demonstrate the importance of a more permeable street network for cyclist and pedestrian safety and amenity.
4. Footway Licensing

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group recommends that all footway licensing should have regard to maintaining pedestrian access, including sufficient width for wheelchairs and for children under 12 and their parties who are entitled to ride their bikes on the footpath.  Please would council advise MASSBUG what is the minimum width that is accepted before approving footway licensing and the display of billboards?
5. Developing new processes and procedures to manage subdivisions

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group recommends any new policy on subdivisions seek to create pedestrian and bicycle access ways through larger subdivisions in order to encourage shorter trips by foot and by bicycle.

6. Preparation of various plans and strategies.

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group supports the preparation of the following plans, reviews and strategies, and would welcome the opportunity to contribute to each:

· Public Domain DCP incorporating components of the Streetscape Masterplan;

· Integrated ESD Strategy;

· Green Square Infrastructure Studies;

· Green Square Transport Plan;

· Green Square Information Kit;

· DCP 11; and

· Pedestrian and Access Mobility Plan.

We strongly support the review, finalising and implementation of the Bike Plan by December 2003 as planned and heartily commend South Sydney Council for its strong commitment to bicycle facilities and sustainable transport generally.

7. Recreation services for disabled/disadvantaged

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group supports the encouragement of participation in sporting and recreational activities, especially for high needs and disadvantaged groups and recommends consideration of cycling as an important access mode to these activities (including secure bike parking), especially for the many residents who do not have use of a motor vehicle.  In particular, we recommend that cycling proficiency courses be offered to council staff or staff of community groups who run physical activity programs.
8. Use of Town Halls

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group supports the investigation of increased commercial use of Town Halls to increase the subsidy available to community groups.

9. Footpath Improvement

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group supports the targeted reduction in footways designated as ‘poor’.  We recommend that  the program include installation of pram ramps where they are missing.
10. Traffic / Design / Road Safety Program

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group supports all the objectives under this program, particularly the CARES facility, community ownership and involvement in road safety, road user behaviour education, and community consultation to assess traffic impact.  We are especially interested to work with Council on ensuring that the RTA and its contractor satisfactorily complete the upgrading of William Street as part of the Cross City Tunnel project, including high quality bike lanes as promised, with treatments to maximise safety and minimise contention at bus stops.

11. Council Vehicle Fleet

In the interest of sustainability and of meeting council’s 20% greenhouse gas reduction target, Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group recommends that Council’s Asset Replacement Policy for council passenger vehicles encourage the acquisition of (a) lower engine capacity vehicles in preference to large sedans; (b) hybrid vehicles; and (c) bicycles.  Bicycles can be especially useful for parking enforcement officers.  We also recommend investigation of bulk purchase of public transport passes as partial replacement for staff vehicles, and the development of transport access guides for council workplaces and major facilities (see www.seda.nsw.gov.au/pdf/TAG310.pdf for the Sustainable Energy Development Authority brochure Producing and Using Transport Access Guides).
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