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Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group (MASSBUG)

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group is a local bicycle user group, established in 1991, and affiliated with Bicycle New South Wales.  We work with Marrickville and South Sydney Councils and state government bodies (e.g. RTA & Area Health Services) for the improvement of cycling infrastructure, urban amenity, community health and safety.  We also provide information, advice and rides for members of the local community and local schools.

Our vision is for a safe, healthy, vibrant community whose planning and infrastructure provide for greater share of transport by walking and cycling, in order that the personal, community and environmental benefits of more sustainable transport can be realised.  We also regard public transport services as essential.

We are pleased to present this submission on the Sydney Airport Master Plan and would welcome any opportunity to discuss further any of the issues in this submission.

Executive Summary

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group commends Sydney Airport for its desire to engage with the community and for its commitment to the people of Sydney as stated in its Environment Strategy document (Jan 2003).

Sydney Airport's commitment to sustainability, world class environmental management and reporting, and working with the community to ensure that the people of Sydney benefit from the airport is consistent with a commitment to encouraging cycle use in and around its site.

We believe that cycle access to, and cycle access through this site, is a very important aspect of this commitment to the local area specifically, and the people of Sydney more broadly.

In general all improvements and changes to the infrastructure of the airport, whether permanent or temporary, should consider the needs of existing cyclists and be focussed on the future when cycle trips (following current trends) will continue to increase. In addition, the site should prioritise pedestrian and public transport access in a proper Transport Strategy for the airport.

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group welcomes the Draft Master Plan as an important step and offers the following recommendations to assist Sydney Airport in attaining its stated goals.

Suggestions for the sustainable, cycle friendly development of the airport

1. Bicycle Access

SACL made a commitment in the Sydney Airport Environment Strategy (Jan 1999) to assist the RTA in developing Regional Bicycle Routes.  On page 79 of the Draft Master Plan we read, “SACL also supports the NSW Government’s initiatives promoting cycling and walking as alternatives to the private car, for passengers, visitors and staff access the terminal precincts and various workplace locations.  SACL has recently assisted the RTA in the development of a cycleway around the airport perimeter”.  But the recently completed RTA cycleway does not connect to the domestic or international terminals or other workplaces, rendering access by bicycle to the airport difficult.

We strongly recommend that SACL expedite cycleway links to both terminals and other employment centres in the airport precinct.  This should be done in the context of an Airport Bike Plan to ensure all aspects of bicycle access to the airport are covered.

Members of Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group regularly access the airport by bicycle when flying both interstate and internationally.  For those living in Marrickville and South Sydney council areas, cycling is a time-efficient and reliable mode for accessing the airport, especially at peak times when the roads are congested.  Our recent “airport ride” which demonstrated access routes and parking locations received a high level of interest.  We are receiving an increasing number of requests through our website from cycle tourists wanting route recommendation.

We have listed the many reasons why the airport precinct is an important one to cyclists (to both commuters and passengers/tourists) in a separate section at the end.

2. Providing for employees of airport businesses

It is well known that workplace environments that encourage some physical movement during the day have been proven to reduce hours lost through injury and illness and increase staff commitment and efficiency. It is also now clear that Australians are rapidly following North Americans down the path of inactivity and being overweight, the health impacts of this are a substantial and growing cost for private industry.

Incidental exercise incorporated into the work day or journey is one of the key strategies for combating this trend.

As a trip generator it has the potential to have a positive influence on the way that Sydney people travel. Recent research has revealed a steady increase in the number of people cycling to work in Sydney - 

"For people living in inner Sydney (within 10kms of Central Station) there was a 61 per cent increase in the number of people cycling on their journey to work to a destination in inner Sydney…There was a corresponding 53 per cent increase in the proportion of commuters living in inner Sydney who cycled on their journey to work from 1996 to 2001."
(Cycling to work in Sydney: analysis of journey-to-work Census data from 1996 and 2001, September 2003, Barbara Telfer and Chris Rissel, Health Promotion Unit, Central Sydney Area Health Service)

Sydney Airport has the opportunity to become part of this positive trend toward a healthier and safer environment by considering their customers, staff, and neighbours needs in their proposed developments.

"Having a cycling to work program is a way of promoting your organisation as an employee-friendly workplace that takes the environment seriously. The program can be mentioned in your organisation's publications, such as the environmental report, annual report or client publications"
(Cycling to Work, Works! - For Employees, for Business and for the Environment, RTA, August 2003)

The NRMA 1997 Multimode Travel Time Survey found that for trips of 10km travel times were comparable between bikes and cars.  The report’s recommendations include that they -

“Investigate improvement of cyclist facilities travelling towards Sydney CBD.  Given the similar travel times of bicycles and cars, improvements in cyclists’ safety and efficiency would be desirable to promote this alternative mode.”  (NRMA, 1997)

Sydney Airport and Botany SLA journey to work facts reveal the potential for great changes in the mode of transport used by staff when travelling to and from the Airport:

Of the 33,000+ people that are employed at the Airport

10% live within Botany SLA and so are within a walkable/bikeable distance

18% live in Randwick, Marrickville, and South Sydney, an easy bike ride away

30% live in the St George/Sutherland area which will have good cycle access to the Airport once the March St/Alexandra Canal section of the Cooks River/Kurnell route is complete

8% live in Bankstown/Canterbury and will have good cycle access once the Wolli Creek section is complete

This gives a total of 66% of airport staff for who could commute by bicycle.

We recommend that high quality end-of trip facilities including well located bike parking, lockers and showers be made available at the main employment centres in the airport.

This would have the benefit of freeing up for further development some of the area in the airport precinct currently needed for car parking.

3. General Holmes Drive Tunnel works

Crucial to the success of the planned Botany Bay Trail and for the recently announced Coastline Cycleway will be access along the foreshore and under the runways.

We recommend that a pedestrian and cycle tunnel be included in the strengthening works for General Holmes Drive Tunnel to provide crucial access around the airport for the community.

4. Sustainability

SACL concerns about air quality can also be partially addressed by encouraging the use of bicycles in the Botany area. As car trips to and from the Airport have been found to be one of the main sources of air emissions at the Airport (Mitchell McCotter and Stephenson and Associates, 1994) planning for the replacement of a percentage of these trips with non-polluting alternatives will reap benefits in this regard.

We recommend that SACL develop a Transport Strategy, including bicycle and pedestrian access.  Transport Access Guides should be developed for all trip generators within the precinct.

The airport precinct is important to cyclists because:

● Its central location and many access roads means it is integral in a number of Regional links.

● The future Botany Bay Trail and the NSW government Coastline Cycleway.

● It sits on two of the major Sydney Cycleways - The Alexandra Canal Cycleway (still under construction, the section on Qantas Drive has been completed) and The Botany Bay to Homebush Bay Cycleway. 

● It has the potential to embrace a 'ring road' for cyclists that would encircle the entire airport giving easy access for office building and airport staff, passengers and through commuters. This would be best accomplished with a Kyeemagh to Mascot link and the extension of the Qantas Drive path to the Domestic Terminal.

● The Draft Master Plan raises the issue of increased urban consolidation in the areas around the airport and the restricted road, rail and public transport leading to increasing congestion.
● Increasing employment at the airport, not least with the new Customs office development.

Marrickville-South Sydney Bicycle Group is happy to discuss further any of the issues raised in this submission.
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